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(HIS little Treatiſe, purpoſelygrin 


for the Uſe of the Poor, is re- 
commended to their ſerious Con- J +18 
Kegler by a hearty Friend and zealousſ 
Well-wiſher; who is no Stranger to their- 1 
Diſtreſſes, nor would willingly neglect any: 
— that could contribute to relieve A | | 
A is hoped chemſelves are ſenſible how 
much has been done, and is every Day a 
doing, for their Comfort and Benefit; nor 
ö ny by that ſupply of their Neceiſtties | 
Which the Law preſcribes, but by thoſe 
| voluntary Charities, for. which, this en 4 
3B W he ever been mar e — 
= A ä 


* >» 


. 2 Wa” 


. 5 
the Relief of ſuch Wants, and the Admi- 


zniſtration of ſuch Conveniences, as are 
hor ſufficiently provided for by the legal 
FF Conſtitution. One cannot, without great 
Joy of Heart, and due Thankfullneſs to 
Almighty God, reflect upon the many pi- 
ous prudent Benefactions, which have been 
given, as Eſtabliſhments for Lodging, 
Clothing and feeding the Poor, for breed- 
ing up their Children in uſeful Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and putting them out to pro- 
per Trades; for helping young People at 
their firſt ſetting out into the World; for 
maintaining and relieving the Sick and 
Mlaimed; and laſtly, for ſuccouring and 
ſupporting the Impotent and Aged. In- 
deed, the Poor have ſcarce any Wants 
which have been abſolutely over-looked; 
and have met with ſo many generous 
Friends and Patrons, that it is Matter of 
Wonder to find Neceſſity ſtill ſo general 
' amongſt us. And ſo much Offence is gi- 
ven upon this Head, that ſome are diſpo- 
fed to condemn all charitable Inſtitutions 
in the Groſs, and to aſſert, that little or 
no Good is done by them; becauſe they 
neither find the Numbers of the Poor 
thereby leſſened, nor their Indigence viſi- 
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Now, tho' this may poſſibly be a raſh 
Judgment, God knows, but too much 
Occaſion ſeems to be given for it: At leaſt 
_ as ſeek Excuſes for not contributing 

o publick Charities, are furniſhed with a 
plarſble Reaſon from the Matter of Fact; 


that neither the Towns Ceſſments are e- 


ſed, nor the Condition of the Poor ap- 


pears to be in any Degree bettered by theſe 


Inſtitutions. For our Streets ſtill ſwarm 


with diſtreſſed Objects of every Kind; 


Hunger and Nakedneſs, abject Miſery, 
and loathſome Poverty may be found in 


every Neighbourhood; and notwithſland- 4 | | 


ing the pious Liberality of the Rich, the 


Complaints of the Poor are as loud, their 


Diſtreſs as grievous as ever. 


Wnar makes this Caſe the more far- 1 
ping is, that it happens in a Town a - 
ounding with ſuch Variety of Manufac- 
tures, as, one would think, might furniſh 
every one, that is able and willing to 
work, with Employment and Suſtenance, 


Nay, there are many Branches of Buſi- 


neſs that require ſo little Skill or Labour, 


as that neither Children nor old People 
| heed to be totally excluded from ho 


0 Share of them. So, that a numerous Fa- 
1 e Occaſion. of 2 . A 
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far * being a Burthen here, ſeems ra- 
ther to be a Bleſſing, to its Maſter; as 
moſt of the Members of it, if properly 
managed, are able to get their Livelihood; 
and by the Overplus of their Gains, may 
contribute to maintain the impotent Part 


of the Houſhold, Had we no other Em- 
ployment for our Poor than that of Ser- 


vants and Day-labourers, their very Num- 
bers would account for their Poverty. 
But as the Matter ſtands, even Charity 
which relieveth, can hardly excuſe the va- 


rious Miſeries hat abound, but muſt con- 


demn the poor Sufferers, even whilſt ſhe 
pities and aſſiſts their Diſtreſies. 
IxpEED, the Reaſon ot all theſe ſhock- 
ing Scenes of Want, ſeems but too plain 
and obvious. The Poor refuſe or neg- 
lect to help themſelves, and thereby diſ- 
able their Betters from effectually helping 
them. They have an abje& Mind, which 
entails their Miſeries upon them; a mean 
fordid Spirit, which prevents all Attempts 
of bettering their. Condition. They are 
fo familiarized to Filth and Rags, as Fen- 
ders them in {x Manner natural; and have 
o lieclei Senfe of Decency, as hardly to 
allow a Wiſh for it a Place in their | 


een. 
1 WOULD 


r 


e 
39 


U 


Sa 42.4 


1 
1 .wovLD. not here be underſtood to 


ſpeak ſo largely, as to include all our work - 
ing People under this heavy Cenfure. 


God be thanked, many of them ſhew a. 
far different Spirit, and are edifying Lx 


amples of Induſtry, Frugality, and good 


(Economy; as well as living Proots of 
the excellent Fruits of theſe Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, by that comfortable Competency, 
which by God's Bleſſing upon their La- 
bours they acquire, and that decent Fi- 
re they are enabled to make in the 


orld. But it is a melancholy Truth, 


which cannot be concealed, and muſt not 


be diſſembled, that much of the Poor's 
Miſery is owing to themſelves; and may 


with great Juſtice be 1 
d. Miſmanage- 

o * . 4 * 6 - 

ment, which are as notorious; -as the Po 


Idleneſs, Extravagance, an 


verty that proceeds from them. Theſe 
Vices muſt be corrected, or every chari- 


table Attempt to ſuccour and relieve ch 
Needy, will be vain and fruitlefs. For 4 
Chriſtians may beſtow all their Goods "to | 


feed the Poor, may give till: themſelves: 


are reduced to the Rank of the Needy,” 
without bettering their State till they will“ 
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gain a Capacity of profiting by the Libe⸗ 
rality of their Brethren. | 


. , -FTaxsz Conſiderations have moved me 


to draw up the following Addreſs, which 


I truſt will, be received with the Spirit of 
Mieekneſs, as I declare it to be written in 
| | the Spirit of Love. And if in any Paſ- 


fage the Poor may ſeem to be treated with 
Rigour, let it not be cenſured as proceed- 
ing from Sourneſs and Severity of Tem- 


per; but be conſidered as a Proof, that 


the Author is in Earneſt, and deſirous of 
recommending this Tract to the ſerious 


{ /  Unprejudiced Conſideration of his Readers. 
+ He has upon all proper Occaſions ſnewn 
© himſelf ready to plead the Cauſe of the Poor 


ind Needy; and therefore hopes he may. 
be conſidered as ſtill walking charitably, 


[| ö | ſhough he does with all Plainneſs of 


eech, and befitting Chriſtian Liberty, 
rebuke that Spirit of Lazineſs, Luxury, 
and Miſmanagement, which is gone out 
into. the World ; which particularly reigns: 
amongſt the Poor of this Town, and to 
which in a great Meafure all their Miſe- 


— 


ries are owing. 


IprExkss ſeems to be the firſt Source 
of that blameable Poverty, which is but 


_ too fadly viſible among us; one great 


Fountain 


* 
1 o 1 * 
thn # * 2 * 


Fountain from whence thoſe Waters of 

Bitterneſs flow, of which the Poor of this 
Place do moſt plentifully drink.. King 
SoLomon ſpeaketh by Inſpiration of th 
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Holy Spirit of GOD, when he obſerves, ij 


that the Hand of the diligent maketh Rich, 
and that in ail Labour there is. Profits 
| whereas, on the contrary, he that is ſloth 
ful in his Work, is Brother to him that is @ 
great Wafter. Nay, indeed, ſuch a one is 


ed Means of providing Neceſſaries, Com- 


muſt be ſuppoſed to have nothing, but 


And if ſuch a one ſtands in the Market 
all the Day idle, can he expect to receive 
his Wages in the Evening? Or knoweth 
he otherwiſe how to provide Food and 
Raiment for himſelf, and thoſe of his 
Houſhold? | ; 


— — 


extravagant in the Uſe of Time, that mot 
precious Talent; and neglects the appoint= = 


forts and Conveniences for himſelf and all E h 
his Dependants. The Labouring Man 


what he gets by the Sweat of his Brows: 
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to earn our Livelihood, wherever Dili- 


nce is wanting, there will be found but 
— Proviſions. If the Slug gard hides 
bis Hands in his Boſom, rather than ap- 
plies them to work; if he ſpends his Time 
in Sauntring, impairs his Conſtitution by 
Lazineſs, and dulls his Spirit by Indolence; 


no Wonder can be made that Poverty com- 
eib upon him as one that traveleth, and 
Want as an armed Man. 


Tux Commandment of God is poſitive 


fix Days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thats 


thou haſt to de; and enjoineth conſtant Dili- 


gence in the Purſuit of that Work which 


he hath given us to do; ſuch ſolemn Oc- 


caſions only being excepted from the In- 
Junction, as are peculiarly dedicated to his 
immediate Service, by that Authority 
which he hath imparted to Rulers, whe- 
ther Spiritual or Civil, for the edifying 


his Church, and the due Government of 


his People. And to convince us with 
what Intenſeneſs of Application' we are to 


teſtify our Obedience to this Precept, the 
Apoſtle bids us not be.//orbftul in Buſineſo, 


* fervent in Spirit, ir we Would ſerve the 
Tord. The Works of our reſpective Cal- 


lings'are tg every Individual the Ordi- 


nance of God the ſpecial Way of his Ap-. 


pointmęnt 


14 


pointment, whereby we may do unto bim 

true and laudable Service; and if in theſe 
we are found to be faithful, we ſhall be 
entitled of the Lord Chriſt to expect our 


Reward. 
IT muſt be remembered, that x Avis 


was impoſed at firſt by the Almighty, as 
the proper Penance for our Sins, the 
moral Remedy for our Fall. In the 2 
of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, is the Or- 
dinance of God; that Injunction Which 
M.an's general Apoſtacy has made neceſ- 
: fary for every Son of Adam. We were 
| likewiſe purpoſely ſubjected by our great 
Creeks, to Variety of Wants; that theſe 
ight prove ſo many Spurs to quicken our 
nduſtry, and make us apply to Buſineſs 
25 greater Aſſiduity. Th refore, a Life 
ſpent in Lazineſs and Inactivity, is a flat 

ontradiction to the general Laws of Na- 
ture, the Orders of wiſe Providence, and 
to that State of Things which Man's F all 
hath introduced into the World. 1 

Bxs1Dzs, we are formed for Society, and 
are made liable to common Wants, and 
. mutually Dependant upon one another 
conſe uently we are obliged to work, nol 
: only or our own Profit, but for rhe Ad- 


| 3 of the Community to which we 
; — | | 


(10) 


belong. Without Artiſans and Labour- 
ers, a City cannot be inhabited, nor the 
State of the World maintained, according 


Sirach: Which ſhews an idle Perſon to be 
- the Peſt of Society, juſtly to be abhorred 
2s a meer Drone, who ſerves only to con- 

- FJume that Stock, to the raiſing whereof 
> he will not contribute. Hence it comes 
1850 paſs, that every well regulated State 
bath enjoined Diligence to all its Mem- 
Y. bers; as knowing that of Jd/eneſs comerh 
20 Goodneſs; nay, as finding by wofull 
Experience, that ſuch as will not ſubmit 
to uſeful regular Employment, are but 
too apt to fall into dangerous Miſchief. 
. . Acain, natural Affection for Kindred 
and Relations is implanted in us by our 
great Creator, as a ſtil] ſtronger Motive 
„ T0 the P urſuit of ſuch honeſt Trades, as 
may afford a decent comfortable Mainte- 
| Nance to ourſelves, and our various De- 
pendants. Marriage is God's Ordinance, 
and the Union between Husband and 
Wife, is made a Symbol of the Unity and 
Love betwixt Chriſt and his Spouſe the 
Church. Children and the Fruit of the 
Womb, are an Heritage and Gift that com- 

eth of the Lord; and to them Parents ſtand 


to the juſt Obſervation of the wiſe Son of | 


NO." Op xg _Ww » _ 


£8 ) 
in God's Stead, to miniſter to their Ne- 
ceſſities, and to ſupply their manifold 


Wants; to ſupport their Infirmities, and 
to bring them up in the Nurture and Ad-. 


| monition of the Lord. And every other 


Relation in human Life is equally found- 
ed in God, and conſequently entails upon 
us a train of Duties, to which we muſt 
conſcientiouſly ſubmit for the Lord's Sake. 
Accordingly, we find St. Paul in more 
than one of his Epiſtles, when illuſtrating 


and enforcing the Fifth Commandment, 


which by the Way is the firſt to which a 
Promiſe is annexed, enjoineth Husbands 
to love their Wives, and not to be bitter a- 
gainſft them, but to render them Honour, 
chiefly that of Maintenance, as to the 
weaker Veſſels; at the ſame that he enfor- 
ceth the Wives Obedience to her Husband,' 
Children he requireth to obey their Parents 


in all Things, and Parents he exhorteth ro | 


Tenderneſs towards their Children, kf they 
fhould be provoked to Wrath aud be diſcou- 


raged. And not only Children, but Ne- 


phews or Grandchildren toe, muſt h 
Piety at Home, and requite their Parents, 


for this is good and acceptable tc God. And 
the ſame 5 
lx denounceth all thoſe to baue denied 


ivinely inſpir'd Apoſtle plain- 
1 


*S.4 


( 


who provide not for their own, eſpecially for 
thoſe of their a Houſe. 8 . 

Now there cannot be a greater Incon- 
ſiſtency with theſe plain important Truths, 
than is that Spirit of Indolence and La- 
'-. Zineſs, of which we daily ſee ſo many la- 
mentable Examples. Surely theſe Scrip- 


tures are not known, at leaſt are not ac- 


n and conſidered, by that Herd 
af thoughtleſs idle People, but too com- 


monly to be found amongſt us. For can 
he be ſaid to love his Relations agreeably 


to God's Command, who takes no Sort of 


Care either of their Temporal or Spiritu- 
al Welfare? For certainly if bodily Wants 


are over-looked, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that - thoſe of the Soul are diſregarded; 
and that he who neglects to. provide his 
Family with Food and Raiment, can hard- 


the Faith, and te be worſe than Inſidels, 


/ : 


ly be expected to have much Thought of 


bringing them up in the Knowledge and 
Practice of their Chriſtian Duty. 5 
IND EED, an idle Perſon, whether Huſ- 


band or Wife, Parent or Child, who tri- 


fles away that Time unaccountably, which 


ought to be employ'd in honeft Trades for 
neceſſary Uſes,” bewrays ſuch an inconſide- 
tate Mind, ſuch a Deadneſs of Heart, as 


N . . abſolutely 


(oF 


abſolutely diſqualifies for every Duty; and 
is as truly inconſiſtent with the Spirit. of 
the Goſpel, as with the Dictates of natu- 
ral Affection. And yet that this is far 
from being a rare Character, our Streets, 


our Markets, nay, our very Churches, do I 


but too plainly teſtify. What ſwarms of 
Loyterers are to be met with upon every - 
Occaſion of publick Solemnity? Common 
as the Offices are of Marriage or burying 
the Dead, we ſeldom go to the Celebra- 
tion of either of them, without being juſt- 
1y offended with ſeeing both the Churches 
and Streets, crowded with Numbers of 
Spectators, who in ſpight of the Miſeries 
of their ſtarving Condition, and all the 
pinching Preſſures of Poverty, make no 
Scruple of waſting the beſt Hours in the 
. Day, for the Sake of gazing at what they 
may, and do ſee almoſt every Week of 
their Lives. But though none of theſe 
ordinary Hindrances ſhould happen, com- 
mon Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed ſo many Ho- 
Iy-days, that few of our Manufacturing 
Work- folks are cloſely and regularly em- 
ployed above two third Parts of their 
Time, which neceſſarily either entails upon 
their Family that Scantineſs of Proviſion, 


Which half a Week's Work muſt be ſup- 


SY B poſed 


Store againſt the Time of Diſtreſs. 
hence it comes to paſs, that a Fit of Sick- 


( 14 ) 


poſed to allow; or elſe ſuch Demands u- 

pon the Maſter, as by enhancing the Price 
of Labour, encreaſes the Dearneſs of his 
Goods, and expoſes him to be underſold 


by Rivals and Competitors; to the great 


Decay of Trade in general, and impairing 


the Credit- of the . Town with regard to 


thoſe Wares, for which it has heretofore 
been reputed the proper Staple. 

Tris Lazineſs and trifling is the more 
orosfly culpable, as few or none of our 
working People, if we may credit their 
own Complaints, are able by their beſt 
Endeavours to get any Thing beforehand); 


but live ſo entirely from Hand to Mouth, 


that every little Accident, that prevents a 
ſingle Week's Work, reduces them abſo- 
lutely to the State of Paupers. There is 
ſuch a Sordidneſs of Temper reigns a- 
mongſt them, as will not ſuffer them to 


lcok. forwards, or lay up any Thing in 
And 


— 5 . 
neſs, a ſevere Winter, a temporary Scar- 
city of Proviſions, or any of thoſe com- 
mon Accidents to which human Life is 
liable, reduces ſo many to downright Beg- 


gary, or compels them to apply for the 
33 'Fown's Maintenance; though they have 


* . 


Trades 


ordinary Support. 


(:28-F. 


Trades in their Hands that might juſtly 


have been expected to have reſcued them 


from ſuch preſſing Neceſſity. To this fa- 
tal Cauſe it muſt be imputed that one 
ſees Families periſhing with Hunger and. 


Nakedneſs, whoſe Maſters are able to 
earn much more, than the Income of 
many of thoſe, who are by Law aſſeſſed 


for their Relief: That one hears of People 
pawning their Cloaths and Goods, and 


parting with every Convenience of Lite, 
in order to provide for preſent Subſiſtence. 


| Whereas, by regularly -fulfilling their ſix 
Days Work, they might be laying up in 


Store againft the Time of Neceſſity, and in 
ſome Meaſure providing for thoſe evil 
Days, wherein they can find no Pleaſure, 
and will be ſure to want much more than 
Bur the Poor will not allow themſelves 
any Degree of this prudent Forecaſt; and 


are not careful to get any Thing before- 


hand, becauſe they indulge that abject 


| Thought, that when Want comes, the 


Law has entitled them to a Proviſion; 
and therefore they enjoy the preſent, and. 
in a molt unchriſtian Senſe of the Words, 


Fake no Thought for the Morrow. Ne- 
ver conſidering how much theſe naughty. 
| 32 Ff 
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Principles, and worſe Practices, harder 
their Brethren's Hearts againſt them, juſ- 
tity the ſeeming Rigour of the Law, and 
excuſe the harſh Severity of Pariſh Offi- 
cers; making it a proper Inſtance of Pru- 
dence to redpce the legal Proviſion to a 
 feanty Allowance, and to encumber it 
with ſuch ungrateful Circumſtances, as 
may make the being reduced to accept it 
4 Matter of Terror and not of Choice; a 
Thing to be dreaded by all, rather than 
defired by any. 
Bor Idleneſs, criminal as it is in its 
Nature, and formidable in its Conſequen- 
ces, is not the only Source of that diſmal 
Poverty, which we are now conſidering. 
This, Sin has been long fince obſerved to 
be the Soil for all Manner of Vice to take 
Root and thrive in. But it is moſt imme- 
diately productive of that ſhameful Ex- 
travagance, which I cannot forbear aſſign- 
ing as the ſecond Source of all thoſe la- 
mentable Diſtreſſes, under which our Poor 
lo grievouſly labour. | 5 
_ Txz Holy Ghoſt by the Mouth af wiſe 
King Solomon, hath taught us that the 
Drunkard and Glutton ſtall come to Pover- 
ty; as ſurely as Drow/ineſs will cloath a 


| Ms with RS And yet theſe Vices of 
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1 
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Intemperance and Exceſs are, God knows, 


as common, as they are ſcandalous. - And 
they are ſuch cloſe Attendants upon Sloth, 
that they may fairly be eſteemed Siſter, 
Sins, and are commonly obſerved to go 
Hand in Hand with each other. For there 
is an active Principle in Man, which will 
not ſuffer him to be wholly unemplay'd; 
and therefore he that is not regularly en- 


gaged in the honeſt Buſineſs of his Cal- 


ling, is generally found to miſpend his 
Time in ſuch Purſuits, as lead him into 
Expences, which he knows not how to 
anſwer. Drinking and Gaming are Sins 
which generally attend the Loiterer: And 
tho' he will not labour for his daily Bread, 
he will at all Adventures be ſupplied with 


E- Money to ſupport theſe unwarrantable Ex- 


pences. The wretched Wife and Chil- 
dren therefore are left to work and ſtarve, 
that the ſottiſn Huſband may have where- 
withall; he may /t don to eat and drink, 
and riſe up to play. There are but too 
many Hen of Strength to mingle hour 
arink ; who riſes up early in th: Moran, 
and continue till Night, till their Ligue r 
has enflamed them, and ſay we will . 


| felves with. troag drink, and Voliere 
Hall be as this Day, aud much more abun 
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e Who ſpend their Time with Wine- 
 bibbers and > wor of Fleſh, counting it 
', Pleaſure to riot in the Day Time, and to 
tarry long at the Nine; regardleſs of the 
Cries and Tears of a ſtarved Family, who 
are periſhing for Want of Neceſſaries, 
whilft he whoſe Duty it is to provide for 
them, is wallowing in Rict and Drunken- 
nels, in Chambering and Mantonneſs 

Tnvs it frequently happens, that the 
Week's labours of an induſtrious Family, 
are ſwallowed up in a Day's Debauch of 
the extravagant Maſter. Whilſt he ling 
himſelf without Fear, deaf to the Calls of. 
Nature, inſenſible of the Admonitions ei- 
ther of Duty or Intereſt, goes on in Ex- 
cCeſs; till at Log he is reduced to want 4 
Morſel of Bread, or ee put upon indi- 
rect Methods to ſupply his Extravagance; 
which will at laſt bring him to condign. 
Puniſhment, laſting Intamy, or perhaps a 
violent unnatural Death. And it were 


Y | well if this was the worſt of the Caſe; 


but alas-his unhappy Wife and wretched. 
Children, tho' innocent of his Crimes, are 
Partakers of his Puniſhment, At leaſt, 
they are rendered miſerable by feeling with 
him in his Sufferings; and but too often 


reduced ta that irremediable Poverty which, 


Ow — 
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ſevere Ulage, as effectually diſcourages all. 
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cannot be relieved, without coming upon 


the: Town for their entire Support. : 

Tuksk are the ordinary natural Effects. 
of ſinful. Luxury and ſhameleſs Extrava- 
gance, where it. happens to be found but: 
in one ſingle Member of a. Family. But 
Men would do, well. to remember, that 
this Vice is of a moſt contagious. ſpread- 


ing Nature; and that the Peſtilent Ex- 


ample of the Maſter, is but too apt to. 


infect thoſe of his Hovſhold. Children. 


and Apprentices will not work duly and. 
carefully, unleſs they be diligently watch-- 
ed, exactly directed, and. properly encou- - 
raged. If they would be induſtrious, their 
Work is often ſpoiled, for Want of Skill, 
and a heavy Load of Expence falls upon. 


the Maſter to make good the Damage, 


which often entails upon the Servants ſuch. 


Application to Buſineſs, which is not - 
verlooked by him, to whom they are im-: 
mediately accountable. This fills our 
Streets with idle ragged Children; Who 
are not only loſing their Time, but learn- 


ing Habits of Gaming; which conſtantly. 


oduces Lying, Quarrelling, prefane 
Swearing and Curſing; and frequentix 
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| Jeadh to pilfering and ſtealing, and every 
11 of Wickedneſs and Enormity. 
|" » | Bes1Dzs if the Huſband waſtes his Time, 
ll > 0 0d ſquanders his Subſtance at the Ale- 
5 Houſe, it is not improbabk that the Wife 
and Children in their Turns, may fall into 
unwarrantable Expences at Home. Ac- 
_ eordingly Experience teaches us, that theſe 
are as often waſteful at the Tea- Table, as 
the other is prodigal over his Cups. For 
ſtrange as it may appear, it is a Truth 
that cannot be diſproved, that even this 
© | wretched Price of Luxury, this ſhameful 
devourer of Time and Money, has found 
its Way into the Houſes of aur Poor. 
I Nay, the Faſhion is become {ſo general, 
that it is no unuſual. Thing for ſuch, 
whoſe Office or Charity leads them to vi- 
fit the Needy, to find a. miſerably Fami- 
_ Iy, with hardly Rags to cover their Na- 
kedneſs, in a wretched Garret, or more 
Joathſome Cellar, fooling away a precious 
Hour, and ſpending more Money over 
this confeſſedly hurtful Food, than would 
have furniſhed a good Meal or two of 
. wholeſome Diet: And that ſuch as would 
ave given them Strength and Spirits to 
purſue their Labour, without laying. them 


oder the fatal Neceſlity of incurring ano- 
cher 


() 


ther Article of monſtrous Expence; by 
having Recourſe to that ſlow yet ſure Poi- 
ſon, Spirituous Liquors: The Uſe of 
which is growing as common, as once it 
was, when the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature 
thought proper to interpoſe; and for a 
Seaſon to prevent a Practice, which was 
then ſuppoſed to be ruinous to the Prin- 
ciples and Manners, as well as the Lives 
and Fortunes of the People. 
Now, whilſt the Alehouſe, the Diſtil- 
kr's, and the Tea-ſhop, are allowed thus 
to engroſs the Labourer's Income, even 
the greateſt Induſtry, could it be made 
conſiſtent with ſuch Expences, would . 
prove utterly inſufficient to afford a com- 
tent Maintenance. For let Men's Gains . 
de ever ſo conſiderable, if their Outgoings 
are proportionable, they will not prove a 
whit the richer. And if ſo much Money 
, & expended in ſupplying (may I not ra- 
ther ſay?) in creating Wants, to which 
neither God nor Nature has ſubjected us | 
the Conſequence is plain, that little wil! 
be left to provide either Food or Raiment. 
Indeed the filthy Rags, and miſerable Ha- 
bitations, the meagre Looks and ſhattered 
Conſtitutions of our neceſſitous Neighs | 
| bours, all loudly confirm this melanchols Þ 
9 . 1 


Truth; that aware]: Neceflities 20 unſup- 
plied, for the ſake of furniſhing out theſe 
unwarrantable Indulgences. And that 
Ale, Gin, and Tea, mainly ſwallow up 
that ſlender Income, which might have 
turned to much better Account, had it 
been laid out with the Baker and the 
. Butcher. 

I APPREHEND it will be difficult to 
perſwade the Poor to think ſo ſerioufly of 
theſe Matters; as to be moved to reform 
them: And chiefly becauſe they are be- 
guiled by the low Prices, for which theſe 
hurtful Wares may be purchaſed. But 
would they add the ſeveral Sums together, 
which are "daily. waſted in theſe dangerous. 
Gratifications, and reckon the amount at 
the Week's End, they would be convinc- 
ed that however trifling theſe: Particulars 


- may ſeem, they really lead into ſerious 


Miſchiefs: Eſpecially if they take into the 
Account the Time they loſe from Buſi- 
neſs, and how grievouſly they are diſqua · 
for returning to hard Labour, by 
ſuch pernicious effeminating Indulgences. 
Ir is a ſurpriſing Caſe indeed, that 
People who want even daily Bread, Who 
are not provided with a cleanly wholeſome 


Red, or with decent Cloaths to cover their 
a N _— 


TW 1 

Nakedneſs, and reſcue them from the In- 
clemencies of Weather, ſhould ſink into 
theſe ſottiſh Expences. And yet it is no 
uncommon Thing to ſee a ſordid Cottage, 
naſty even to a Degree of Infection, am- 
ply furniſhed with all the fooliſh Utenſils 
appertaining to this Junquetting and Riot, 
where the moſt neceſſary Goods for the 
Comfort and Conveniences of L.ife, are 
miſerably wanting. And yet the Price of 
the bare Appendages to the Tea- Table, 
would have been ſufficient to have pur- 
chaſed ſome more uſefull, and (let me add) 
more reputable Poſſeſſion; though for the 
| ſake of theſe, they will want even the 
Furniture of the Prophet's Chamber, and 
contentedly go without a Bed, a Stool, 
a Table, and a Canal:ftlick This is a 
Caſe which carries ſuch viſible Marks of 
Abſurdity and Contradiction, as may well 
ſpare the Pains of further Enlargement, 
and needs only be recommended to the 
ſerious Conſideration of the Chriſtian 
Neadler 
IT uxERE is ſtill one other Source of thoſe 
wotull Diſtreſſes under which the Poor do 
ſadly labour, that remains to be conſider- 
ed; I mean that bad Management and 
want of CEconomy amongſt them, by 6 Þ 


. 


I am forry to ſay it, is as ſhamefully 1 no- 
torious, and as fatally pernicious, as their 
Idleneſs and Extravagance. 
Soop Huſbandry and ſtrict Prudence in 
the Uſe” of Money, is indiſpenſably re- 
| quired in People of all Conditions; but 
|. 4s moſt immediately neceſſary, moſt high- 
ly advantageous to thoſe, who have but 
Iittle to lay out. And yet, as if the Poor 
were reſolutely bent upon their own De- 
ſtruction, many of them are as blameable 
for Miſmanagement, as for Idleneſs and 
Extravagance. God knows, their Income 
at beſt is ſhort enough, and yet they take 
no Care to employ it properly, and put it 
to the furtheſt. They have but little to 
ſpend, and even that little is ſpent with- 
out any Degree of Prudence and Direction. 
They ſtudy not how they may go to Mar- 
ket upon equal Terms with their Neigh- 
-bours; but every Thing is laid in at the 
worſt Hand, and waſttully run through 
with a ſordid Negligence, that is moſt 
heinouſly Criminal. Their whole Aim is 
only to Live, and their Want of ¶ cono- 
my ſo palpable, that their Money is ge- 
nerally ſpent before it is received, and the 
Weeks Wages foreſtalled by the current 


ns. If ey earn as much by their 
Labour, 
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they have the utmoſt of their Wiſhes, and 


ready Money, nor trade upon as good 


a principal Chapman. Whatever they 


them: And each of theſe muſt and will 
have a reaſonable Profit by their Traffick. 


, et. 2 


gers. The Buſineſs of retailing Milk, 


even ſome conſiderable Fortunes raiſed, by 
each of theſe Articles. Now if it be con- 
ſidered, that none but the extremely indi- 


(-25 ) 
Labour, as will wipe off old Scores, and 
can get Credit for the next Week, by diſ- 
charging the Debts on Saturday, which 
they have incurred the preceding Days, 


are fully ſatisfied with their Conduct. 

Ax yet it is not to be imagined that 
People can buy as cheap upon Truſt as for 
Terms with a Higler, as they might with 
purchaſe in this Manner muſt needs go 


thro* ſeveral Hands, before it reaches 


Hence it comes to pals, that the Poor a- 


lone keep open a Number of Shops, we Ie 


ſupport a Multitude of Trades, to which E 
our wiſe Forefathers were abſolutely Stran- 


Butter, Coals, and fo forth; are new Me- 


thods of getting a Livelihood, unknown 


in this Town till very lately. And yet 
It is commonly reported, that many Fa- 


milies are handſomely maintained, 


gent deat with theſe- Traders, it muſt fob. 
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low that their great Gains entirely depend 
upon the Miſmanagement of the Poor, 


who muſt advance an exorbitant Price for 


what they purchaſe, or no- body could 
live, much leſs grow rich, by ſuch incon- 


ſiderable Dealings. 


THERE 1s the greater Reaſon that the | 


Poor attend to this Matter ſeriouſly, leſt 
other People ſhould be prompted to con- 
ſider it, and to apply to ſuch harſh Means 


as the Law directs for a Remedy. For 
this Method of trading has brought Fore- 
ſtalling to ſuch a Height, as almoſt to 
ruin the Markets. And the Higlers find 
ſuch unknown Benefit from buying up all 
Kind of Proviſions, that if a ſpeedy Stop 
be not put to the Practice, they will 
quickly prevent the Country People from 
ſupplying the Market. For it is not rea- 
ſonable to expect that they ſhould be at 
the Trouble of expoſing their Wares in 
the Street, ſhould pay a Toll tor their 


Standing, Og as their Time in Ex- 
pectation of Cu 
their whole Stock to a Shop, where it will 


omers, if they can carry 


inſtantly be taken off their Hands, at 
whatever Price they are pleaſed to aſk. 


And it is not the Higler's Advantage to 
beat down the Value of Provitions,. be- 
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ſeem at all unequitable, if we conſider the 


the Poor, as well as ſo generally detrimen- 


moſt ſerious Conſideration. There are in- 
cred} proper Officers ſufficiently empower- 


mine whether of the two ſtands the beſt: 


Proprietor, or he that buys at the ſecond - 


. 62790 
cauſe the dearer they buy them, the great- 
er will be their Profit. Common Cuſtom 


allows them to claim one ſixth Part by 
Way of advance: Nor does the Demand 


Riſque they run in laying out their Mo- 
ney, in the Damage of periſhable Com- 
modities by keeping, and in that implicit 
Credit they muſt give to their Cuſtomers. 

Tzis is a Matter of Fact ſo hurtful to. 


tal to the Town, that it well deſerves the 


ed to redreſs theſe Grievances; but if they 
will neglect their Duty, there is the ſtrong- 
er Reaſon that the Poor ſhould conſider 
their own Intereſt. The Queſtion moſt 
obvious to be aſked upon this Occaſion 
would effectually anſwer itſelf: For it does 

not need any nice Diſcernment to deter- 


Chance of getting a good Pennyworth for 
his Penny, he that is confined to one Shop, 
becauſe there only he can be truſted; or 
he that carries Money in his Hand, and 
conſequently has the Choice of the open 
Market; he that deals with an original 


OT. 
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or third Hand, where two or three diffe- 
rent Profits are laid upon every Thing he 
purchaſes. The Caſe is as clear, as that 
IT welve-pence will make a Shilling, that 
he who thus lays out his Money by Half- 
pence and Pence, mult he content to pay at 
leaſt one ſixth Part more than the intrinſick 
Value forevery Thing he wants. With ſuch 
palpable Miſmanagement, there can be no. 

' Room for wondering at the Diſtreſs which 
reigns amongſt our Poor. For were the. 
Conduct of their Superiors to be directed 
by the ſame Principles, no Fortune could 
long be ſufficient for their Support. No- 
thing would be leſt for charitable Uſes, 
but either every one's Houſhold Expences 
muſt be retrenched, or Rich and Poor 


1 : would literally meet together, and ſoon be 


ili] _ **, reduced entirely. to. a Level. 


Bur to all this it may be replied, that 
the, Poor muſt be content to make what 
Shift they are able; and if Money is want- 
ing wherewith to go to Market, they muſt. 


be glad to apply where they will be truſt- 


Wh <d; and be thankful to buy a little at an 
Over: price, till they know how to ſupply. 


their preſſing Neceſſities upon eaſier Terms. 
But if their Want of ready Money is a 
. Misfortune, that may be remedied, it muſt. 
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not be alledged as a juſtifiable Excuſe for 
that ſhameful Want of CEconomy, of 
which we are here complaining. And if 
Poor People would but be perſwaded to 

do their beſt to aſſiſt themfelves, much of 
this very Diſtreſs would quickly be re- 
moved. TO | 3 . 
Ir has been before obſerved, that few 
manufacturing Workmen confine them- 
| ſelves cloſely to Buſineſs above four Days 
in a Week; juſt two third Parts of that 
Time which the Laws of God and Man 
have allotted to Labour. Now could 
theſe be prevailed upon for a ſingle Month 
to renounce their Play-days, at leaſt to be 
content with one in a Week, and to apply 
diligently to work for the remaining five 
Days, they would in that Space gain one 
| Week's Wages beforehand. * The Conſe- 
| quence would be, that they might pay off 
their Scores, and have Money in their 
Pockets. And then what could hinder 
their purchaſing Neceſſaries, where it could 
be done the beſt and cheapeſt? The Far- 
mer might have their Cuſtom inſtead of 
the Huxter; and the Retailer's. Profit be- 
ing conſtantly ſpared, would be found to 
make a conſiderable Saving in the Coſt of 
4, Week's Proviio nn 
8 S 3öo Fön; 
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_- FurTnts, there is Reaſon to apprehend 
that the Poor are too often as woful . 
conomiſts in the Management of their 
Proviſions, as they appear to be in pur- 
chafing them. They have not ſufficiently 
attained to that good Hcuſewifry, which 
makes a very little go a great Way, and 
maintains ſufficient Plenty, without incur- 
ring an unwarrantable Expence. Trifling 
Niceties will do but little towards filling 
the Bellies of a hungry Family; and fre- 
quently conſume at one Meal, an Expence 
which might have furniſhed an ample Sup- 
ply for two or three Days. The different 
Methods too of dreſſing, make a very 
ſenſible Difference in the Uſe of Proviſi-- 
ons; and yet the Art of frugal Cookery 
does not appear to have been ſtudied by 
the Poor. And thus for want of the 
Wife's acquitting herſelf in her Province 
to Advantage, the Huſband's Care and 
Pains are often found to be ineffectual for 
the Welfare of his Family.. Much of this 
= . Miſconduct is owing to the ſordid Igno- . 
my. rance in which poor Women are uſually 

Wy bred, and might greatly be helped by the 

& charitable Directions of their more Un- 

derſtanding Neighbours. But thus far 

we may freely venture to recommend 3 | 
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of CEconomy; that the Diet of the Poor 
ſhould be ſubſtantial and nouriſhing, dreſt . 
in the plaineſt and moſt ſimple. Method, 
and contrived to ſatisfy the natural Crav- 
ings, rather than indulge the fenſual De- 
licacy of Appetite, Add to this, that 
Meals ſhould be orderly and regular, nes 
Waſte ſhould be allowed, but even the 
Fragments that remain, ſhould be carefully 
gathered up, that ſo nothing be lot. Tor 
every Creature of God that is good for Food, 
fhould be only uſed to the Purpoſe for WM 
which it was ordained; and what is not 
wanted To- day, ſhould be carefully reſer 
ved for the Uſe of the Morrow. By this 4 
Means, the grievous Imputation af Waſte-'" | 
fulneſs would be ſpared, Children and 
Servants be ufed to the decent Regularity” | 
of Meals, to the Duty of beginning ank 
ending them with Prayer and Praiſe, and 
the Family ſupported at a much lets Ex- 
pence, than is commonly imagined, or 
than is generally found to be the CaſG. 
lin this Point, the Miſtreſs of the Houſe * 4 


muſt beſtir herſelt; and both inſtirute and' * } 
exactly obſerve ſuch Rules of Regularity ' © I 
and good Order, as are the main Founda- 
tion of true CEconomy. Her Precepts : 

and her Example mutt bring the Family.” FP 
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to that truly happy State, wherein every 
Member thereof may know their reſpec- 


tive Duty, and be conſtrained to perform 


it faithfully. For if the Maſter confines 
himſelf to work, in order to provide Ne- 


II ceflaries and Conveniences for his Hou- 
hold, which ſeems to be his proper Pro- 


vince, the guiding of the Houſe, the de- 
cent breeding up the Children and Ap- 
prentices, who are generally taken very 
. young into poor Families, and therefore 
muſt be eſteemed as Children, will mutu- 


HE ally reſt upon the Miſtreſs. She muſt 


therefore approve herſelf to be careful and 
notable, and keep ſuch E xactneſs of Diſ- 
Cipline, as will ſuffer no irregular Uſe, no 
wiltul Waſte of Proviſions, muſt maintain 
à general Spirit of Cleanlineſs and Pro- 
priety; and neither ſuffer the Cloaths of 
the Family, nor the Furniture of the 
Houſe, to be run through, for want of 
wes mending and timely Repair. A 
iece of Management this, which cannot 
be too ftrongly . inculcated, as the Want 
of it is. one of the moſt ruinous Inſtances 
of Miſcondu& in the Poor. 3 
Tue homely Proverb of a fiitch in 
Die will ſave you nine, contains a very 
ms important uſeful Truth, and tho' in _ 
* ,. 8 * | 8 | 5 iar 


ED. 
liar Terms; - teaches a weighty Leſſon, 
which narrow Circumſtances moſt efpeci- 
ally, require to be learnt, and conſtantly 
_ practiced. The Purchaſe whether of Cloaths 
or Goods, is a grievous Burthen, and if 
a proportionable Care be not taken ol 
them, it will fall out more frequently than 
need's, or than can well be allowed. But  W' 
conſtant cleaning and good mending colts -- 
little more than the Labour, and is an ef- Ht 
fectual Method of making. Things laſt i 
their full appointed Time, as well as ſet- 
ting them off to the moſt befitting Ad- 
vantage. A Roof beſet with Cobwebs, 
Walls beſpattered with every Kind of Filth, 
and Furniture covered with Duſt and Dirt, 
is a nauſeous loathſome Sight, a Matter 
utterly inconſiſtent with Reputation, and 
totally deſtructive of Health and Comfort: 
And yet ſo common a Caſe, that one needs 
but viſit their poor Neighbours, to ſee 
what Room there is for this Complaint.. 
Indeed this Spirit of Naſtineſs ſo general- 
ly prevails, that nothing leſs than that 
moſt exalted Charity which beareth all 
Things, endureth all Things, can invite us 
* to go into theſe wretched Habitations;z; 
whereby the Poor are often ſecluded from. 
many Afliſtances they might - otherwiſe. 
V : 


hy 
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have received from their more wealthy 
Neighbours. For whilſt they continue fo 

'  fordid as that their Cottages are noiſome 
and infectious, they prevent the Viſits of 
E thoſe who would Neve them; and they 
will hardly be efteemed proper Objects of 
Compaſſion, becauſe they do nothing to 


[1 help themſelves. So little Pains are re- 


% ing, and bruſning every Morning, — 4 


 Quiſtte to keep a ſmall Houſe clean, that 
_Hothing can be ſaid in Excuſe of this Diſ- 
"eds. Half an Hour's waſhing, 


maintain the Face of Decency tor the — 
And therefore the neglecting it beſpeaks a 
Love of Filth, a beaſtly Delight in wal - 

lowing in the Mire, an abject Mind that 
10 altogether unworthy of Encouragement. 
Tu fame Obſervations will equally 
Bold with regard to Apparel, or to Houſe 


aud Furniture. For Gloaths muſt be du- 


Iy waſhed, and regularly mended, or they 
will be quickly ſpoiled. And methinks 
there is nothing amiable in Rags and 
Tatters, F uch 2 450 very ami that can make 


| them deſirable. Cleanlineſs has ſomething 


in it as comfortable, as it is comnienda- 
ble. And if poor People would but keep 
themſelves tight and whole, however mean. 


their Garments were, they would at leaſt: , 
' beſpeak | 


— 
* 
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beſpeak the Neatneſs and Diligence of the 
Wearer, and might recommend them. to 
the Notice of ſuch Friends as would poſ- f 
fibly furniſh them with better Cloaths, JF 
whereon to exerciſe their laudable Thrift = 
and good Management. 

Ao if it be conſidered how much this 
Habit of Neatneſs and Propriety in their 
Houſes, Goods, and Cloaths, would con- 
tribute to infuſe a general Spirit of Decen- 
cy into the Hearts and Manners of 
the Poor, the Argument for this Piece of 
good Economy will be greatly enforced. 

I am ſure there is a crying Neceſſity for 
ſomething of this Sort to be done; becauſe 
the Want of it has introduced ſuch a ge- 
neral Naſtineſs, as is not only Matter of 
5 Offence to every ane chat has Concerns 


Lok Scandal to our Form... | 

walk the Streets without being. pris | 

with ſuch Filth as is a Nuiſance 

as well as ſeeing ſuch fo ene AS, provoke if 

Reſentment and. Averſion. We are grown 

infamous for a general Want of good 
anners in our Populace; and no on- 


der, becauſe they are bred up, 3 H Ha- 
bits of Naſtineis, as in a . Manner br, 
Aan "the Ties at natural 5555 
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tnem beyond all Senſe of Shame. The 


Streets are no better than a common Dung- 
hill; and more ſacred Places are moſt 
ſhamefully polluted. Our very Church- 


yards are profaned with ſuch Filth, as was 


once intended to create a Dereſtation and 


Abhorrence even. of Idol Temples; I 


mean they are rendered no better than er- 
rant Draught-Houſes. Common Decency 


will not allow me to be more particular 


upon ſo loathſome a Subject; and if e- 
nough is ſaid to be underſtood, it is to 


be hoped it will effect a Reformation. 


Ox E more Inſtance of the Poor's Miſ- 
management and I have done; I mean that 


ſlothful ſpending the Morning in Bed, 
with which in Winter Time eſpecially, | 


they ftand but too juſtly chargeable. 


Whoever is acquainted with a buſy Life, 
muſt have experienced that one Hour in a 
Morning, is of more Conſequence to the 
Diſpatch of Affairs, than two at a Night. 


A Man that riſes freſh and vigorous to 


his Labour, goes thro* it with infinitely 


greater Eaſe, becauſe with more Alacrity, 
than he whoſe Spirits are dulled by Sloth; 
and his Day broken by the Morning. 
When a Man's Strength is impaired by 


bearing the Burthen « of the Pay, he finds 
a Weat: 
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a Weariſomeneſs that requires Refreſh- 
ment, a Fatigue that muſt have reſt. In 
all Reaſon therefore the Labours of the 
Day, ſhould be finiſhed before the Night 
comes on; as that is the Seaſon, when 
both Reaſon and Revelation bear their 
Teſtimony, that #o Man can work. And 
yet for Want of good Huſbandry in the 
Management of Time, the hardeſt Part 
of the Day's Service often falls upon our 
Poor, at that Time which God and Na- 
ture have allotted to Reſt, By conſum- 
g in Sloth, a Watchful- _ 
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Fire and Candles are not more expenſive 


in the Morning, than they are Night. 
_ And if it be conſidered how much more 
| - 08 "2 - Wenn 


(38) 


Work may be done, whilſt People are 
ſprightly and active, than when they are 
Jaded. 6D tired, perhaps much leſs Con- 
Eagan of them would be neceſſary, if 
Men's wakeful Application to Buſineſs was 
- purſued before the Day begins, rather than 
after it is cloſed. At leaſt one may be 
ſure, that early riſing, even in the Depth 
and Severity of Winter, is preferable to 
late taking Reſt on many Accounts. It 
would conduce more effectually to Health; 

contribute greatly to the Regularity of 
Families, and tend to confirm Children e- 


1 = ſpecially, in a Habit, for which they 


would be the better, as long as they had 
a Day to live. | 
Taz Neceſſity of early ting would re- 
duce the Poor to a Neceſſity of going to 
Bed betime; and thereby prevent the 
97 — of Midnight Revels, the Miſchiefs 
that enſue from being out in the dark and 
cold, and the evil that ariſes both to their 
Conftitutions, their Principles, and Man- 
ners, from the Examples they muſt: meet 
with, and the Practices they will be likely 
to fall into, by keeping late Hours, and 
being at a looſe Side, when they ſhould 


have been in their Beds. The Evening 
18 r the Time for thoſe Works of 
Darkneſs 


— 1 5 Cy 
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Darkneſs which ſhun the Day; the Follow- 
ers of which are not often found to leave 
their Beds before it is Light, tho“ no _ 
Hours of the Night are too late tor their 
ſhameful Exceſſes. Twilight and the firſt, 
Darkneſs are the proper Hours for the 
Thief -and Robber, the Drunkard and 
Debauchee, the Lewd and the Luſtful. 
From theſe the Morning is ſecure; if for 
no other Reaſon, yet becauſe that Light» _ ÞB 
is approaching, which to them is as the 
Shatow of Death. Like the Lions roarins * 
for their Prey, their Haunt is Darkneſs; 
their Covert is Night; but when be Sun 
is near its ring, they get them away toge- 
ther, and lay them down in their Dens. 
And would Alen then go forth to their Work 
and to their Labour, they would purſue it 
with Safety, Eaſe, and Pleaſure, untill the 
Evening And then might be allowed ta 
refreſh themſelves with Innocency, to take 
their reſt in Security, and to ſleep in Peace ü 
dll the Beginning of a new Day called 
them to a Renewal of their Labours, ta 
the regular conſtant Diſcharge of that Train 
of Duties, which the Order of God'#Pro- ' Y}} 
vidence, and the Stations of Liſe d which  *Þ| 


he has placed them, requires f their 
Hands, This Rule would alſo promote 


- (40 
both the Conſtancy and Fervency of dai- 
ly Devotion, would allow Time both for 
the private Prayers of the Individuals, and 
the more publick Solemnity of Family 
_ Worſhip. Nay, riſing but one Hour ſoo- 
ner than ordinary in the Morning, would, 
upon ſtated Days, afford the mighty Pri- 
vilege and Benefit of attending Holy 
Church's Service; and thereby entail upon 
the Poor a Bleſſing, to which they are in 
a great Meaſure perfect Strangers. It 
would introduce an exact Regularity into 
their Families, a wonderful Order into 
their Economy, and give them a Plea- 
ſure, a Profit in their Buſineſs, which they 
never experienced before. In ſhort, their 
Devotions, their Labours, their Refreſh- 
ments would ſweetly fucceed at the ap- 
pointed Time; and all Things would pro- 
bably be done well, becauſe they would be 

done in dus Seaſon, and with Decency and 
A xind Reception, a candid Judgment, 
and a ſerious Application of theſe friendly 


Admonitions, may by God's Bleſſing prove 


highly beneficial to thoſe for whoſe Uſe 

they are mainly intended. If they will - 

but engage the Poor to think, they may 
_ poſſibly: incite them to kelp I. 
: ; : 2 FR . 98 n 
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And if they prove Inſtrumental to baniſh 
that Lazineſs, Extravagance, and Miſma- 
nagement with which too many of them 
are juſtly chargeable; this alone will re- 
move a great Share of their Diſtreſs, at 
leaſt it will wipe off ſuch. Imputations ess 
grievouſly diſcourage even good Chriſtians 
from chearfully relieving them. Could we 
be happy enough to ſee a general Spirit of 
Induſtry diffuſed. amongſt the Poor, their 
Gains would be greatly augmented; and 
were theſe uſed with Frugality and good 
CEconomy;,,. they could not fail of aftord- |} 
ing a ſufficient Supply of all Neceflacies, 
and might in Time improve a flender Pit- 
_ tance into a decent Competence. Our 
Streets would then no longer ſwarm with 
idle Vagrants, ſturdy. Beggars, and fuck 
wretched Objects as provoke Relentment 
rather than kindle Compaſſion. - A ſtar - 
ing Family would no longer neproach its 
idle extravagant Maſter,, nor: the Perſons 
HFabits, and Lodgings of the Poor be too 
nauſeous to be viſited and relie ved by their 
wealthy Neighbours. But og. the'contra- 
ry, a general Face ot Cleanlineſs, Decen- 
cy, and Propriety, would. appear in Poor 
Pcopte's. Conduct; which could not fail f 
condiliating; a: general Eſteem and Bene» | 
55 D 4 volence 
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| Ioölence towards them; the good Effects 
whereof would ſoon appear in the Increaſe 
of Charity in the Rich, the Diminution 
and Abatement of the Miſeries of the 
Poor. For were theſe with Diligence and 
Earneſtneſs to ſhew they were deſirous 


cording to their Abilities, would contribute 
to aſſiſt them. None would be weary of 
this Labour of Love, who experienced the 
happy Effects of their Bounty; but would 
be encouraged to perſevere in good Works, 
by ſeeing God's Bleſſing ſo viſibly attend- 
= ing them, as that they would be ſure, even 
in this Trend, that their Labour was not 
In vain. | 
Asp to incite the Poor ſeriouſly to con- 
fider the Advice that has been freely laid 
fore them, and to make a fair Tryal of 
the Rules which have been propounded; 
|: 1 it were greatly to be wiſhed that theſe fol- 
3 *dowing Caſes were impartially conſidered. 
Wrxnx they to viſit the Charity Schools, 
which _ been of late — erected, 
and are ported from the Offertory; chey 
e ſee how much Induſtry and 
Fe rugality, Regularity and good Order, do 
in ack contribute to the Comfort and 


| Welt of the. 6:Neddy, _ could _ 
. * 1 5 | ut 


of helping themſelves, every Body, .ac- 
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but obſerve a general Face of Decency 
appear in Numbers of Children ſelected 
from the moſt wretched Families; which 
abundantly proves that it is poſſible to he 
clean and neat, wholeſome and comfort- 
able, without incurring any extraordinary 
Expence. The Scholars here are obliged 
do riſe betimes, and to obſerve Hours with 
great Punctuality. They are required to 
come clean and whole to School, and ta 
be intent upon Buſineſs whilſt they ſtay - 
there. They are not ſuffered to run thre? 
their Cloaths for Want of timely mend- 
ing, nor to hurt their Conſtitution by loi- 
tering in the Streets in Dirt and Cold. 
In Conſequence whereof, through God's 
great Goodneſs, beſide the Benefit of their 
Chriſtian Education, we fee them healthy, 
ſtrong and ſprightly; and have Hopes the 
Piety and Prudence they have learnt in 
Youth, will appear in the Courſe. of their 
Lives, and contribute to make them good 
Chriſtians, as well as uſeful reputable, i 


Members of Society. „ nr 
Bur as the ſtrongeſt Proof of the ex- s : 3 
the Duties which have been largely re- 
| commended; I refer them to the}Houriſh» 
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nous Charity, which at once beſpeaks the 

exalted Munificenee ef the pious: Founder, 
che exemplary Fidelity of the worthy Truſ- 
tees, and the ſingular Diligence of thoſe 

Managers to whom they entruſt it. Here 
we fee witk Pleaſure an ample Proviſion 5 
of every Neceſſary, Comfort and Conve- 
nienee, which: can be wiſned for and de- 
ſired; a Neatneſs, Cleanlinefs, and Decen- 
ey, which cannot be exceeded, which is 
hardly to be equall'd. Good Fires, ſweet 

_ "Eomfortable Lodgings, clean. and whole 

Apparel, cheartul-l,ooks, and ſound Con- 
ſtitutions, all conſpire to prove the Hap- 
pineſs and Contentment of the Objects of 
this Charity; the Bleſſing of God. which. 
moft viſibly: attends it; and the comfort- 
able Effects which the ſame laudable - 

cCeonomp, ſtrict Eidelity and proper. Pru- 
dence may be expected to. produce, in e- 

very other. Family, where they are as duly 
| and conſtantly exerciſed. 

On if. theſe. groat Inſtances ſail of af. 
"2 fordir due Conviction to the Readers, let 
de perſwaded to conſider the State 
df ſome 6 their o.]n Neighbours, work+ 
_ mgP and Eabourers Ie themſelves; 

_ who- e 8. help. make a ſhiſt to live 


ww De Der = and. e appear with, | 
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Reputation in the World, and provide a- 
gainſt the Day of Viſitation the Time of 
Diſtreſs, by ſparing ſomething of their 
flender Income for a Weekly Contribu- 
tion to thoſe Funds which they have vo- 
tuntarily eſtabliſhed for relieving the Sick 
and Needy, without bringing their Fa- 
milies to be burthenſome to the Town. 
And yet many of theſe have no greater 
Abilities, nor more profitable Trades, than 
| thoſe who are overwhelmed with Wretch- 
edneſs, and ſunk into the loweſt Abyſs of 
abject Poverty. Upon the ſlighteſt Com- 
pariſon of theſe Caſes, the Difference is 
to palpable, as ſurely muſt ſpeak home to 
the Point, and unanſwerably prove that 
there is a marvelous Failure of Duty, an 
unaccountable Miſtake cr Mifconduct to 
be imputed to theſe unhappy - Sufferers. 
It ameunts to a Demonſtration of what 
has been ſo often before obſerved, that the 
Diſtreſſes of the Poor are mainly charge- 


able upon themſelves, and that the Guilt 


plainly lies at their own Door, which ren- 


ders their Circumſtances ſo much more de- | 


plorable than their Neighbours. _ 


Ap now, my Brethren and dearly: * — MY 


loved in the Lord, let me conjure you by: 
the Mercies of God, and the NE. of his 
Sz 
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3  Beding, that ye be wiſe in earneſt, and 
= . 5 nder theſe Things. Do not be 
—_ . 20 with this friendly Endeavour to 


Iban told: go the Truth. No Unkind- 
pſi is meant, no Injury intended; and 


FSuperiors againſt you; but are purely de- 
Feed to put you upon helping yourſelves, 
ma e may be qualified to receive, and 


wou ſtend in Need 2 My Wiſh is te 
i remove-every Ground of Offence, to wipe 
every Prejudice that is (conceived a - 
1 gainfl = And if theſe Admonitivns he 


* wo * 
| b 3 
. 5 


Aeavaurs in yu towards a Reforma- 


| | ee” 3 is amiſs, I would gladly hope 
: would alſo contribute to open the 


* ts of aur Chriſtian Brethren to en- 
'q ige their Aflections and Bounty towards 
ou. They have Bowels of Compaſſion, 
rl "ps and exemplary Chari- 
Will not ſuffer laudable Pover- 


gal 280 2 to go unrewatc 
KEE. * induſtrious, ſparing and 


* 


4 - farve you; nor count me aur Enemy becatiſe 


| tharefore let no Offence be taken. Theſe 
'S are not written with a View to 
3 —. you, much leſs to exaſperate your 


entitled to expect every Aſſiſtance which 


— — good Part, if they produce any 


conſiderate, | 
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ne they will 3 lend help 
ing Hand to ſave you from every Diſtreſs, 
which: is your Misfortune and not your 


Fault. They will be leſs ſuſpicious” of. 


being impoſed upon by falſe Suggeſtions, 


and: more inclined to relieve real Miſery. | 


Yourſelves too will be more ſuſoeptible c“ 


Advantage from their Bounty; and make 
it a Means of improving your Circum- 
ſtances, as well as relieving the Preſent = 


Diſtreſs. So that by God's Help” j 
will-be abundantly afforded if ye ding 
ly ſeek it and ſtudy to deſerve it, ye nay 


find a comfortable Supply of all your rea- : 


ſonable Wants, a happy Proſpect of bet-- 


tering your Condition, and a-hopeful View 1 


of living more comfortably and more r 
putably in the World. Nay, in Time, 


ye may become Helpers inſtead of Needs: " ; 
ers, and in your Turn ſweetly experience. = 


the Truth - of that divine Sayir of an” 


Lord and Maſter, is is more "y 0 2 7 5 EN: 
than torecoive. | — 99 3 if 
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